Mary Anne Sanford, April 16, 2007

At the request of Dale Guenther I performed a set of tests using the ftp.nifc.gov site 

The graph below compares Upload and Download Speeds for using Internet Explorer V6 (IE6), the Http Commander ftp GUI (HTCOMNT) and WS_FTP Professional 2007 (WS_FTP).  In all of these charts the taller bars are the faster and better bars.
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One will notice the speeds for HTCOMNT and IE6 are virtually the same.  The speeds for a true FTP client are significantly faster (WS_FTP about 350% faster download and 811% faster upload. I am not going to speculate where the transfer speed is being controlled.  I can say that a file transfer set to a different server today was 165% faster than the WS_FTP transfer to NIFC.GOV so that would indicate that the throttling is at Kansas City. Information about bandwidth throttling in IIS servers (as used at ftp.nifc.gov) can be found at http://support.microsoft.com/kb/308193 .
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 The following chart compares kilobyte per second (kbps) for sites using WS_FTP. As you can see there is a wide difference between sites, indicating that the control is not at the network level but instead is at the server.

Note that the state of Oregon allows me to transfer at twice the speed allowed at any other site.

The slowest site is the site used for webpage’s in US Forest Service

What follow are a list of available ftp clients.  Some have free versions.  Using a “Real” ftp client appears to provide the experienced user with a file transfer experience faster by factors of 8 times and more.

SmartFTP 
Licensed ($39.95 per copy)

Free for noncommercial use (license reminder)

http://www.smartftp.com
Core FTP

Single user  $24.95

Free Light edition available

http://www.coreftp.com/
FTP Commander

Pro Version $29.95

Free Version Available

http://www.ftpclient.org
CuteFTP

Home Version $39.99

Pro Version $59.99

http://www.cuteftp.com/cuteftp/
WS_FTP

Home Version $39.95

Professional Version  $54.95

http://www.ipswitch.com

http://freeware.intrastar.net/ftp.htm
List of free clients

